PRESS RELEASE
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
European Equipment Leasing Market Shows Growth in First Half of 2012
Brussels, 31 October 2012 – Leaseurope, the trade association representing the European leasing
and automotive rental industries, has released European leasing market figures for the first semester
of 2012.
The Biannual Survey of the European leasing market reveals that new equipment and vehicle leasing
volumes in Europe increased by 3.4% to reach €112 billion in the first half of 2012 compared to the
same period a year ago. Vehicle leasing on its own expanded by 3.5%. This is slightly more than the
growth in equipment volumes, which gained 2.6%. Despite the positive performance of equipment
and vehicle leasing, total volumes contracted slightly (-1.0%)1 compared to the same period a year
ago due to a significant downturn in real estate leasing volumes.
At regional level, Southern European markets, including Italy and other countries from the
Mediterranean region, showed considerably weakened activity levels in equipment and vehicle
leasing volumes. However, most of the markets in the Baltic and Nordic regions, Russia, UK and
Turkey showed growth of over 10% in equipment and vehicle leasing volumes. With the exception of
Austria, Switzerland, Bulgaria, Czech Republic and Ukraine, other European markets experienced
moderate growth in these asset segments. In contrast, real estate leasing fell sharply across the vast
majority of European markets.
Commenting on the figures, Leaseurope’s Adviser in Statistics and Economic Affairs, Jurgyte Bucye
said that “the weak European economy continues to influence the leasing business. European
equipment investment is forecast to remain almost flat in 2012 and the European Commission only
expects a return to healthier growth levels in 2013. In this tough environment, European leasing
companies must focus on providing innovative solutions to their clients and making sure their unique
value proposition is well understood by all stakeholders."
For further information, consult previews of selected tables available in the 2012 Biannual Statistical
Survey here.

- END -
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Figures presented here are based on the results of the Federation’s 2012 Biannual Statistical Enquiry of the 28
members in 26 countries reporting leasing data. The activities represented by short term car rental members are not
covered by this enquiry.
Growth rates are adjusted for exchange rate fluctuations.
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About Leaseurope
As a Federation, Leaseurope brings together 44 associations throughout Europe representing either
the leasing, long term and/or short term automotive rental industries. The scope of products covered
by Leaseurope's members ranges from hire purchase and finance leases to operating leases of all
asset types (automotive, equipment and real estate) and also includes the rental of cars, vans and
trucks. It is estimated that Leaseurope represents approximately 92% of the European leasing
market. For more information, please visit our website at www.leaseurope.org.
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