
 

 

Creating a level playing field for vehicle data access:  

 

Time for an ambitious legislation! 

Brussels, 13 September 2021 - Ahead of the European Commission’s Workshop on “Access to In-Vehicle Data” 

on 17 September 2021, a broad coalition representing automotive aftermarket operators, vehicle dealers, 

mobility services and consumers urges the European Commission to publish an ambitious  legislative proposal 

on access to in-vehicle data by the first quarter of 2022 at the latest. 

The ongoing lack of access to in-vehicle data and functions increasingly jeopardizes our ability to compete in 

digital products and services and to provide customers, both consumers and fleet owners/operators, with the 

digital services they expect. The recent TRL Study Report commissioned by the European Commission depicts 

these problems, which are rooted in vehicle manufacturers’ closed telematics systems. Another study, 

commissioned by the consumers organisation FIA Region I, showed that if this model would continue to 

establish itself, it could lead to consumers and independent service providers having to absorb additional costs 

of around €65 billion per year by 2030. 

It is therefore time to act! After already lengthy investigations and several postponements since 2018, the draft 

legislation should be put in the legislative loop no later than the first quarter of 2022 to have a chance to go 

through the complete ordinary legislative procedure. Any delay could result in this major legislation protecting 

consumers and SMEs being delayed to the next terms of the European Commission and of the European 

Parliament, putting at risk the competitiveness and the survival of the 500.000 companies and 4,5 million jobs 

we represent.  

A robust and ambitious sector-specific legislation is needed. What is at stake is too important to be handled 

with soft measures. A principles-based legislation underpinned by specific technical and legal requirements is 

needed to guarantee equal access to the vehicle, its data, functions, and communication with the users. This 

legislation must address the systemic problems which have unequivocally been identified over the last years. It 

must be efficient and robust enough to remain relevant over several years. The specificities, the complexity and 

the importance of the automotive market require a sector-specific legislation and cannot be addressed in the 

broader horizontal initiatives in the framework of the European Data Strategy. 

There is a simple solution: mandating a Secure On-Board Telematics Platform (S-OTP). The S-OTP is a set of 

requirements based on equipment which is already in the vehicle and on existing standards, involving no 

additional device. It puts the consumers in control, enabling them to freely choose which service providers have 

access to which technical data and for which purpose. Only services which are independently assessed, tested, 

and approved could be chosen by the consumers. It is fully in line with the European Union’s objectives in terms 

of data privacy, cybersecurity, digitalisation, and enhancement of road mobility. We have published earlier this 

year a detailed technical description of what the S-OTP would be and how it would work, and today we release a 

set of videos to explain it in a shorter way. This video explains clearly how digitalisation is transforming road 

mobility, how the S-OTP is the perfect solution for the challenges arising from this trend, and what its benefits 

are for the consumers, the economy and society at large. 

We urge the European Commission to publish an ambitious and comprehensive legislative proposal on 

“Access to In-Vehicle Data” by the first quarter of 2022, to safeguard true consumer choice, innovation, and 

effective competition for digital automotive services. 

https://www.figiefa.eu/creating-a-level-playing-field-for-vehicle-data-access-secure-on-board-telematics-platform-approach/
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLPf1tXv8IMR_VPbFKysO8tTRCyEkJiVj3
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 ADPA, the European Independent Data Publishers Association aims to ensure 

fair access to automotive data and information and to provide competitive 

framework conditions for independent data publishers. This will allow the 

publishers to be able to design and provide competitive, innovative and 

multibrand products and services to operators of the automotive aftermarket. 

www.adpa.eu 

 AIRC stands for Association Internationale des Réparateurs en Carrosserie. 

Formed in 1970, the AIRC is the global federation of leading national 

organisations in the area of vehicle repairs. These member organisations 

together represent more than 50,000 vehicle repair and vehicle builder 

companies in many countries.  

www.airc-int.com 

 CECRA, the European Council for Motor Trades and Repairs, is the European 

Federation representing the interests of the motor trade and repair businesses 

and European Dealer Councils on behalf of vehicle dealers for specific makes. Its 

aim is to maintain a favourable European regulatory framework for the 

enterprises of motor trade and repair businesses it represents. 

www.cecra.eu 

 EGEA, the European Garage and test Equipment Association represents both 

manufacturers and importers of tools and equipment for the repair, servicing 

and technical inspection of vehicles, as an integral part of the automotive 

industrial value chain. Its role is to ensure that its associations’ members can 

provide the best equipment and service to the automotive aftermarket by 

striving to keep members up-to-date concerning new vehicle technologies and 

legislative and standardisation requirements and thus be competitive in the 

garage and test equipment supply, service and calibration industry. 

www.egea-association.eu 

 ETRMA is the voice of tyre and rubber goods producers to various European 

institutions. ETRMA activities focus on the following key interdependent areas: 

representation, co-ordination, communication, promotion and technical liaison. 

The primary objective of ETRMA is to represent the regulatory and related 

interests of the European tyre and rubber manufacturers at both European and 

international levels. ETRMA is the sole interlocutor, specifically designated by 

the European tyre and rubber producers to carry out this critical task. 

www.etrma.org 

 The Fédération Internationale de l’Automobile (FIA) Region I is a consumer body 

representing European Mobility Clubs and their 37 million members. The FIA 

represents the interests of these members as motorists, riders, pedestrians and 

passengers. FIA Region I is working to ensure safe, affordable, clean and 

efficient mobility for all. 

www.fiaregion1.com 

 FIGIEFA is the international federation of independent automotive aftermarket 

distributors. Its members represent retailers and wholesalers of automotive 

replacement parts and components and their associated repair chains. 

FIGIEFA’s aim is to maintain free and effective competition in the market for 

vehicle replacement parts, servicing and repair.  

www.figiefa.eu 

 Leaseurope -the European Federation of Leasing Company Associations- 

represents both the leasing and automotive rental industries in Europe. The 

scope of products covered by Leaseurope members’ ranges from hire purchase 

and finance leases to operating leases of all asset categories (automotive, 

equipment and real estate). It also includes the short term rental of cars, vans 

and trucks. 

www.leaseurope.org 


